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Appearance Frequency of Sentence-Final -te-tku Phrases in Education Practice

Documents

KUWABARA Yoko

The appearance frequency of subsidiary verb sentence structure -te-iku phrases in education
practice documents was investigated in the present study based on 26 articles on the subject. Results
indicated that the appearance frequency of this phrase tended to be high in education practice
documents, and that it was mostly used to express temporal movements. Among such -te-iku phrases
indicating temporal movements, those indicating the progress of changes were more frequent than
those expressing the continuation of long-term actions. The passive and causative sentences of -te-
tku phrases were used to describe the progress of changes in education practice, including changes
in the students or teachers, class contents, and situations surrounding lesson practice; the use of both
intransitive and transitive verbs was also observed. Thus, the usage patterns of -te-iku phrases were
first examined to evaluate the challenges for learners in comprehending sentences that end with them

in education practice documents.

Key words: Education practice record, subsidiary verb sentence structure -te-itku phrase, temporal

movement, progress in change, long-term continuation
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Analysis of the career development process of Japanese language teachers

and its influencing factors

SATO Aya, KATANO Yohei, TAKAGI Hiroko

In recent years, research on the career development of Japanese language teachers has been
gradually conducted. However, few studies have explored the career development of Japanese
language teachers holistically and over a long period while also including their lives outside of work.
In this paper, we elucidated the career development process of a Japanese language teacher and its
influencing factors using the Trajectory Equifinality Approach. The teacher, designated Participant
A, has been teaching Japanese for 28 years and is currently in charge of the administration and
management of a Japanese language education program at a university in Japan. The results of the
analysis indicated that Participant A had made several career choices based on her beliefs and values
of “I want to continue my work as a Japanese language teacher, which allows me to build relationships
with other countries while improving my career and ensuring financial stability”; these choices have
led her to her current working style. In addition, we found that Participant A’'s choices were also
influenced by “external factors” that are difficult to change or cannot be acquired intentionally, as well

as by “internal factors” that are related to her own intrinsic characteristics.

Key words: Career development, Life career, Trajectory Equifinality Approach



Differing Perceptions by Insider and Outsiders of the Fukui Dialect

Differing Perceptions by Insider and Outsiders of the
Fukui Dialect:
An evaluative survey of students’ language regard for Fukui
dialect, Kansai dialect, and kyotsugo at a Japanese national
university

Christopher Hennessy

Abstract
The author conducted a language regard survey towards on 74 Japanese students at a national
Japanese university located in northern Fukui Prefecture focusing on the perceptions of
kyotsigo (the language of the Tokyo area), the Kansai dialect (the language of the Osaka/
Kyoto/Kobe area), and the Fuku: dialect (the language of the northern Fukui area, commonly
referred to as Reihoku). The informants were split and analyzed in two groups: Rethoku
Japanese native speakers and non-Reihoku Japanese speakers to compare the different
perceptions among two groups towards the three dialects. The author used an online survey
with Likert-scale based on closed questions to measure informants perceptions of multiple
evaluative terms towards each dialect (ex. beautiful, dirty, correct, etc.). These evaluative terms
are further divided into four types: emotion-plus, emotion-minus, intellect-plus, and intellect-
minus modified from research conducted by Abe (2006), Oki (1999), and Inoue (1988). Results
in which assessment of percentages of positive and negative answers for each evaluative term
towards a dialect by informants show little difference in language regard between the two
informant groups for kvotsugo and Kansai dialect; all informants view kyotsugo as overall
emotion- and intellect- plus, with Kansai: dialect more in the middle of the spectrum. For Fukui
dialect, non-Rethoku Japanese language speakers perceive the Fukui dialect as intellect-minus
compared to native speakers of the dialect who view it as intellect-plus. This disparity may be a
factor towards the dialect complex many Fukui dialect speakers have. This same disparity also

suggests a need for dialect instruction for Japanese language learners in regional areas of Japan.

Keywords: language regard, perceptual dialectology, language attitudes, Japanese linguistics,

Fukui dialect
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1. Introduction

It was once believed that dialects in Japanese would disappear by the 21* century with the
advent of a “common language” (hereafter referred to as kydtsugo) (Satoh & Yoneda 1999). Though
there is evidence of dialect leveling in different languages throughout the world, research in the field
of perceptual dialectology and language regard has shown that in many regions of Japan, the local
dialect is still “use[d]” and even “like[d]” (Tanaka et al. 2016; Aizawa 2013; Kerswill & Williams 2002;
Satoh & Yoneda 1999). In the Hokuriku region of Japan, the dialect of Reithoku, the northern part of
Fukui Prefecture - one of the target dialects of this research — nearly half of people “like” their dialect,
and more than half use it in their everyday life (Tanaka et al. 2016).

In reviewing the existing literature of perceptual dialectology and language regard, the author
began to wonder what the specific place of Fuku:i dialect and other dialects of the Hokuriku region
was in a more overall framework of Japanese dialect perceptions. This interest has led to the
author conducting multiple studies on perceptions of the Fuku: dialect by both native speakers of
the dialect, non-native speakers of the dialect, and even non-native speakers of Japanese. In a draw-
a-map research project, the author discovered a difference between native Fukui dialect speakers’
perceptions of the dialect map of Fukui Prefecture and nonnative Fukui dialect speakers’ perceptions
of the existing discernable dialects of Fukui Prefecture. Specifically, native speakers of the dialect
identify and divide the prefecture into three dialect boundaries while non-native dialect speakers
divide it into two (Hennessy 2018). Coincidentally in this same research, the author discovered that
all native speakers of Japanese identify the southern part of Fukui Prefecture as Kansa: dialect
and, in fact, overall seem to have positive feelings towards the Kansai dialect. In another research
project conducted by the author, similar positive feelings towards Kansa: dialect could be found
among nonnative Japanese speakers, who overall attested to not wanting to acquire aspects of the
Fukui dialect in their speech but wanting to adopt aspects of Kansai dialect in their speech if possible
(Hennessy & Kuwabara 2017).

This dichotomy of feelings towards Fukui dialect and Kansai dialect pushed the author’s
Inquisition into a more encompassing look at Japanese speakers’ perceptions towards different
dialects of the Hokuriku area of Japan and the major dialects of Japan. Specifically, the author
began a research project in which he seeks to understand the perceptions of both native Japanese
speakers’ and nonnative Japanese speakers’ perceptions of the different dialects of the Hokuriku
region compared against Kansai dialect — the dialect of the Kyoto/Osaka/Kobe area — and kvotsiugo
(in English = the common language) - the language of the Tokyo area and also considered a standard
language for Japan as a whole (Oki 1999). Kydtsugo, as a kind of ‘standard language,’ is sometimes
used in conducting dialect perception studies in Japan.

With the above as a motivating factor, the author developed and implemented an online

questionnaire in which over 70 informants who are students at a national university in northern
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Fukui Prefecture answered a variety of dialect plus-minus spectrum-scale questions through
evaluative terms towards the Fukwui dialect, Kansai dialect, and kyotsugo. The data was split between
non-Reithoku Japanese native speakers (L.e nonnative speakers of the Fukui dialect) and Rethoku
Japanese native speakers (i.e. native speakers of the Fukui dialect) and analyzed through a percentage
comparison of the responses, which allowed for summarizing the data into meaningful data sets. In
this paper, the author will present this research on the perceptions of a large number of students
of a national university in northern Fukui Prefecture towards the Fukui dialect, Kansai dialect, and

kyotsugo, and the possible implications it has for these dialects and Japanese language education.

2. Literature Review
2-1. Language regard and evaluative language research in Japan

Language regard is defined by Preston (2018a) as the individual beliefs about and affective
responses to language details at any level and from any source. It also refers to the organized
structure of such beliefs and responses from cognitive, sociolinguistic, and anthropological points of
view. More and more in English literature there is usage of this term, and it does not necessarily
differ from the term perceptual dialectology as much as it encompasses it, since it includes not only
the evaluative elements usually featured in perceptual dialectology.

In Japan, Abe (2006) for perceptions of the dialect of the Ogasawara island chain and Oki
(1999) for perceptions of Tokyo and kyotsugo nationwide utilized techniques for evaluating dialect
perceptions based on spectrums of plus-minus emotion and intellect. These spectrums were
synthesized through the evaluative terms developed by Inoue (1988), and will be the basis for the

evaluative terms used in this research.

2-2. Fukui dialect

The dialects of Fukui Prefecture are roughly divided into two types: north (Rezhoku) and south
(Reinan). The subject of the research in this paper is that of the northern area of Fukui Prefecture
— Rethoku - commonly called Fuku: dialect. This dialect is described as accentless, meaning accent
is not a determinant in the meaning of words as it is for most other dialects of Japanese. The
Reihoku dialect also has a distinctive intonation that often occurs at the end of phrases, called 'vusur:
intonation.' The grammar is often similar to Kansai dialect, however, there are unique aspects to the

grammar, morphology, and lexicon compared to other dialects (Sato 2004).

3. Methodology
In this section, the author will explain the utilization of a dialect plus-minus spectrum research
method through an online questionnaire to obtain and analyze the data for this research project

involving over 70 informants.
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3-1. Informants

The author was able to obtain valid responses from 74 informants from October of 2021 to
November of 2021 through an online questionnaire. Of this total number, 31 can be considered Fuku:
dialect native speakers, as most have spent their entire life in the area, and 43 nonnative Fukui dialect
speakers, who represent a number of different dialect areas outside of northern Fukui Prefecture.
Traditionally, the ideal native speaker informant would be what is called a NORM - nonmobile, older,
rural, males - for a variety of geographic and sociological reasons. However, as Chamber and Trudgill
(2009: 30) explain, “the future of dialect studies will have to be directed towards more representative
populations,” and, in fact, most current research studies look at a swath of age groups to fully assess
the language regard situation of any particular language community.

All informants were recruited at a national university in northern Fukui Prefecture. The ages
range from 18-22. The questionnaire was conducted online anonymously, but informants were given a
consent question at the beginning of the questionnaire which explained the goal of the research and

the rights of the informants as informants.

3-2. Attributes related to language regard for dialects and dialect plus-minus spectrum

Attributes related to regard for dialects are classified into two types: emotion and intellect.
These two types are represented by 25 evaluative words (originally in Japanese and translated for
the purposes of this paper) such as beautiful, polite, dirty, easy to use, etc., which are qualified by one
of the four answer types described below in questionnaires. These words can be further categorized
based on emotion-plus (beautiful, polite, nice language, has character, simple, full of expressions,
approachable, gentle, like, feels nice, exciting), emotion-minus (strong, dirty, rough, bad language, rustic,
emotional, cold), intellect-plus (rapid, easy-to-use, correct, refined), and intellect-minus (hard to hear,
sticky, drawling) that was first described in Inoue (1988) and used in subsequent studies (Abe 2006;
Long 1999; Oki 1999) to measure the correspondence between certain attributes that constitute this
emotion-intellect plus-minus spectrum. The author has adjusted some of the terms based on the
above-mentioned authors’ studies. A simple comparison of the responses based on a majority (50%
line) of positive rates towards these different evaluative terms provided by the informants will be the
basis of the analysis presented in the next section. Though this is not ideal in dealing with statistics,

it will give insight into ideas that can be researched further in future studies.

3-3. Questionnaires

The tool used for collecting responses was a questionnaire, a format which has been used since
the beginning of dialect-related research and can be considered one that is “direct” and “formal”
according the Chambers and Trudgill (2009: 22-23) as it directly asks informants’ for their language

regard towards different dialects through a specified list of attributes, as well as because informants,



Differing Perceptions by Insider and Outsiders of the Fukui Dialect

other than a last question regarding their thoughts on dialects, were limited to answering Likert-scale
type questions.

The questionnaire was conducted online via Google forms, and so was able to be conducted
completely anonymously. It is largely based on a similar research project conducted by Abe (2006)
on the dialect of the Ogasawara island chain, which was in turn based on different studies conducted
by Oki (1999) and Inoue (1988). The questionnaire featured a number of demographic questions at the
beginning (sex, age, hometown, etc.), but the bulk of the content was relegated for the dialect plus-
minus spectrum-scale questions. Informants were asked to give one of the following four answers to
each of the attributes expressed by a specific evaluative term for each dialect (all terms translated
from Japanese): (1) 1 very much think so, (2) I think so, (3) I don’t think so, or (4) I am not sure. The
types of attributes that are included for the dialect are discussed in the next section. Answers (1)
to (2) were given a one (yes) point score and answers (3) to (4) were given a zero (no) point score to
create a zero to one range on which the data is quantitively based and analyzed (Abe 2006). This data

is represented by percentage value in Figures 1 to 6 in the following sections to be used for analysis.

4. Results

In this section, the author will present the dialect perceptions through the evaluative terms by
both non-Rethoku Japanese native speakers and Reihoku Japanese native speakers. The results will
be split and presented as kyotsugo, Kansar dialect, and Fukui dialect sections initially, with discussion
on the similarities and differences between the two target groups language regard (within the
paper itself, the results are presented as color-coded graphs, but the concrete percentages for each
evaluative term among each group and dialect can be found in Appendix A). Then, the author will
discuss the overarching similarities and differences between the images conveyed among all three
dialects and possible implications. Finally, these responses will be broken down into and compared by

the emotion and intellect paradigm explained in the previous section.

4-1. Kyotsugo

In this section, the author will present the similarities and differences of the language regard for
kyotsigo by non-Reithoku Japanese native speakers and Reihoku Japanese native speakers. Results
from each group can be found below in Figures 1 and 2 respectively.

At a glance, the two graphs look very similar. There is slight differentiation on the rapid
attribute, with Rerhoku native Japanese speakers finding kyotsigo to be more rapid. But overall, most
percentage differences are within 20% of each other, meaning there does not appear to be major
discrepancies between the two target groups on language regard towards kyadtsugo.

Looking at extremes within the similarities, both groups have over 50% agreemment that

kyotsugo is nice language, polite, correct, refined, and maybe even cold. On the negative end, there is



EBRBEZIIZE %6 5

oo W rapid
W rough
B nioe languago
W hard to hear

W polite
W strong
W sticky
® W beautiful
=1 3 drawling
l B full of expressions
B approackable
B dirty
B simple
50 B rustic
has character
B bad language
1 pentle
emotional
cormeet
i like
i refined
cald
- easy to use
feels niee.
W eciting
o G

Figure 1:Image through evaluative terms of kyotsigo by non-Reihoku Japanese native speakers
(%, n = 43)
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Figure 2 :Image through evaluative terms of ky6tstigo by Reihoku Japanese native speakers (%, n = 31)

less than 50% agreement that kyotsiugo is not rough, hard to hear, sticky, drawling, dirty, rustic, has

character, bad language, emotional, or exciting.

4-2. Kansai dialect
In this section, the author will present the similarities and differences of the image of Kansa:
dialect by non-Rethoku Japanese native speakers and Rethoku Japanese native speakers. Results from

each group can be found below in Figures 3 and 4 respectively.
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Figure 3:Image through evaluative terms of Kansai dialect by non-Reihoku Japanese native
speakers (%, n = 43)
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Figure 4:Image through evaluative terms of Kansai dialect by Reihoku Japanese native speakers
(%, n=31)

o

Like kyotsugo, both target groups tend to share a similar overall image towards Kansa: dialect.
One somewhat notable difference is that Reihoku native Japanese speakers tend to find Kansai
dialect not as rough as their non-Rethoku counterparts. This phenomenon may be attributed to the
close proximity of the Reihoku area of Fukui Prefecture to the dialect area of Kansa: dialect, which

extends even to the southern Reinan area of Fukui Prefecture. Also, the same difference exists in
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the attribute exciting. This case may also be due to the closer proximity of these speakers to Kansa:
dialect.

Looking again at extremes within the similarities, both groups agree over 50% that Kansa:
dialect is rapid, rough, strong, full of expressions, approachable, has character, emotional, and exciting
with a general “like” for the dialect. On the negative end, there is general agreement that Kansa:

dialect 1s not polite, beautiful, drawling, simple, rustic, gentle, correct, refined, or cold.

4-3. Fukui dialect

In this section, the author will present the similarities and differences of the language regard
for Fukui dialect by non-Rethoku Japanese native speakers and Reikoku Japanese native speakers.
Results from each group can be found below in Figures 5 and 6 respectively.

Immediately on first glance of the graphs, it seems there could be more skew in the overall
language regard for Fuku: dialect compared to that of kyotsugo and Kansai dialect, with less
propensity for extremes. In fact, there is not one attribute that more than 75% of Reihoku native
Japanese speakers overall agree on towards Fukui dialect. Some attributes that are agreed with
over b0% positive response by both target groups is that Fuku: dialect is drawling, approachable, has
character, and is somewhat perceived as gentle overall.

The most interesting part of these two graphs is the differences though, particularly between
hard to hear and easy to use. These two attributes seem to be in complete contrast, with Reihoku

Japanese native speakers finding Fukui dialect easy to use and not hard to hear, while at the same

i W ropid
W rough
B nice language
B hard to hear
W polite
B strong
W sticky
B beauntiful
drawling
B full of expressions
W approachable
W diry
simple

nustie

L

has eharacter
bad language
gentle
emational
correct

Tike

refined

vald

easy 10 (s
feols nice

W exciting

r“.

Figure 5:Image through evaluative terms of Fukui dialect by non-Reihoku Japanese native speak-
ers (%, n = 43)
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Figure 6: Image through evaluative terms of Fukui dialect by Reihoku Japanese native speakers
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time non-Rethoku Japanese native speakers find the Fukui dialect hard to hear and not easy to use.
In addition, Reihoku Japanese native speakers find the Fukui dialect more emotional, and have over

50% overall like of the Fukui dialect.

4-4. Emotion-intellect spectrum similarities and differences between kyétsdgo, Kansai dialect, and

Fukui dialect

4-4-1. General trends

As indicated in the individual sections on the different dialects above, non-Reihoku Japanese
speakers and Reihoku Japanese native speakers are in general agreement over most of the evaluative
terms. In particular, there is a general consensus among both informant groups with regards to
language regard of kyotsugo and Kansai dialect, as no particular evaluative term has a differential of
more than 20% except for rapid at 21% differential.

As for how both these groups see kyotsugo and Kansai dialect on the emotion-intellect spectrum,
informants as a whole perceive kvotsugo emotion- and intellect-plus, with both groups giving middling
30% positive responses (ex. approachable) to high 88% positive responses (ex. polite). This is not
conclusive based on the emotion-plus scale, as only four of the 11 emotion-plus evaluative terms
reached a consensus of 50% or more. However, for the seven emotion-minus evaluative terms only

one was evaluated with a positive response rate above 10%. This lack of positive response for the



EBEBEACHIIZE 556 5

emotion-minus category evaluative terms suggest informants overall see kyotsugo as overall an
emotion-plus dialect.

The same pattern is seen in intellect-plus evaluative terms for kyotsugo, with three of the four
terms reaching over 60% positive rates (nice language, polite, beautiful, refined). In the same way, as
well, intellect-minus evaluative terms are in the single digits except drawling which reaches 19%;
kyotsigo as a whole is perceived as being an intellect-plus dialect.

Kansai dialect is a more complicated case. A majority of all informants viewed it as emotion-plus
with overall percentages over 50% on six of the 11 evaluative terms (full of expressions, approachable,
has character, like, feels nice, exciting). However, on the emotion-minus spectrum evaluative terms
informants gave high positive responses — particularly to strong, rough, and emotional which were
in the 80 and 90 percentile ranks for positive responses. This split may weaken the possibility of a
correlation between the categories as theory, but for the present it can perhaps be determined that
since there is strong evidence for both emotion-plus and emotion-minus elements of Kansa: dialect,
compared to kyotsugo at least Kansai dialect is more neutral yet still positive in its emotion-spectrum
evaluation by the informants.

For intellect evaluative terms, Kansai dialect reflects its emotion evaluation with complications.
Two of the four evaluative terms are above 50% positive response in the intellect-plus category
(rapid, easy to use), but two of the three terms in intellect-minus category are above 30 percent
for positive response (kard to hear, sticky). Though not as complicated as its emotion-spectrum
counterpart, there is still enough evidence to suggest that, at least compared to kydtsugo, Kansai
dialect 1s viewed as more neutral in terms of intellect spectrum.

In the case of Fuku: dialect, the numbers of positive responses for any emotion-plus evaluative
term are not as extreme as either kyotsugo or Kansai dialect, but the numbers are more stable with
less differential between the highest and lowest positive response percent total. With four of the
11 categories having response rates of 50% or higher among both groups (approachable, simple, has
character, gentle), and four in the middling 30% to 60% area among both groups (nice language, full
of expressions, like, feels nice), there is a strong case that overall informants see Fukui dialect as an
emotion-plus dialect. However, the numbers for emotion-minus evaluative terms are higher in general
compared to kyatsugo, though much lower than Kansai dialect. Still, this suggests a more emotion-plus
perception for Fukui dialect.

For Fukui dialect's intellect spectrum responses, in general intellect-plus evaluative terms has
middling to low positive rates. At the same time, for intellect-minus evaluative terms, two of the
three terms were well over 50% positive response rate among non-Rethoku Japanese native speakers
(hard to hear, drawling). This is In contrast to Rethoku Japanese native speakers, who gave positive
responses of over 50% for one evaluative term (drawling) and less than 50% for the two others (hard

to hear, sticky). Essentially, non-Reihoku Japanese native speakers overall have an intellect-minus
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perception of Fukui dialect compared to Reihoku Japanese native speakers, who seem to have an
intellect-plus perception. This divide will be discussed more in in the next section.

One thing that should be mentioned in terms of informants’ feelings towards the different dialects
is the results for the evaluative term, like. Particularly since Tanaka et al. (2016) evaluated this term
in a similar way, it is worth mentioning that despite Kansai dialect seeming to be viewed less in
terms of language regard than the other two dialects from the results above, it is the only of the three
dialects that go over 60% positive response rate for both informant groups. Kvotsugo only achieves
an average of around 40% positive response rate from the two groups. The literature supports this
claim in Tomotada’s (1999) survey finding a greater overall lzke throughout Japan for Kansa: dialect
over kyotsugo. Fukui dialect 1s harder to analyze, as non-Reihoku Japanese native speakers give a
positive response rate of 37% compared to Rethoku Japanese native speakers who give a rate of 52%,
suggesting there is more affinity from those who were raised with the dialect. This phenomenon may
connect with the differences between the two informant groups over Fukui dialect explained in the

next section.

4-4-2. The differing intellect-spectrum evaluations of Fukui dialect between the two target groups

Looking more closely at certain categories and their relationship to each, only in Fukui dialect
was there a major schism between the non-Reihoku native Japanese speakers and Reihoku Japanese
native speakers. There seems to be a positive correlation for intellect-minus attributes among non-
Reihoku Japanese native speakers overall as they have an intellect-minus image of the Fukui dialect,
with those attributes passing over 75% in the case of hard to hear, over 60% in the case of drawling;
and nearly 40% in the case of sticky. In addition, the non-Reihoku Japanese native speakers evaluated
Fukui dialect's easy to use attribute as less than 309, which further bolsters their overall view of
Fukut dialect as an intellect-minus dialect among non-native speakers.

This contrasts with Reihoku native speakers of the Fukui dialect. In their case, the relationship
as an overall intellect-minus category is not as clear as non-Reihoku Japanese speakers because
both drawling and sticky are approaching 50%, but still the numbers are lower overall, particularly
in the case of hard to hear which has an almost 50% differential compared to non-Rethoku Japanese
speakers. Also, in direct contrast to non-Rethoku Japanese speakers, Fukuil-born native Japanese
speakers view Fukui dialect as relatively easy to use with 75% of informants thinking so, pointing again

to a large disparity between these two groups over whether Fukui dialect is intellect-plus or -minus.

5. Conclusion
In this research, the author sought to compare the language regard that university students of
a national university in northern Fukui Prefecture, Japan had towards kyotsigo, Kansai dialect, and

Fukui dialect through an online survey featuring different evaluative terms to describe dialect. The
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first major accomplishment of this research was creating a record that adds more detail into the
perceptions of the dialects, building on the more generalized research by Tanaka et al. (2016) and
Aizawa (2013) which surveyed the whole of Japan as larger dialect units, including the Hokuriku
region of which the Reihoku area of Fukui Prefecture is just a part of.

This research found that two major dialects of Japan, kydtsigo and Kansai dialect, are viewed
differently from each other by those in their late teens or early twenties, with kydtsigo being viewed
as both an emotion- and intellect-plus equally among all the informants in this study - no matter if
they were raised in the Rethoku area of Fukui Prefecture or not. Kansa: dialect was evaluated to
be overall emotion- and intellect-neutral or maybe slightly plus. Fukui dialect is seen as emotion-plus
from both informant groups, but there is a split for the intellect-spectrum; non-Rethoku Japanese
native speakers see Fukui dialect as more intellect-minus and Rethoku Japanese native speakers see
the dialect as more intellect-plus.

In the case of Fukui dialect, this intellect-spectrum differential towards Fuku: dialect suggests
there is a large gap between the overall view of Fukui dialect of insiders of northern Fukui Prefecture
compared to outsiders, and could be the source of such dialect complex phenomenon exhibited in
Reihoku Japanese native speakers found in the author’s previous studies (Hennessy 2018, Hennessy
& Kuwabara 2017). While this negative perception of Fuku: dialect by outsiders may be difficult if not
possible to correct, it does seem to exist. However, native speakers of the Fukui dialect themselves
seem to have positive feelings towards the dialect. Though more research is necessary, if proven
true and can be seen throughout regional dialects of Japan, these positive feelings bolster the idea for
necessary dialect instruction among the increasing foreign populations in the regional areas of Japan
in order to create smoother integration into local communities.

From this point on, the author hopes to expand the data set to other age groups for
understanding more deeply the language regard for the Fuku:i dialect and, on a larger scale, recreate
this research throughout the Hokuriku region of Japan to fill in the gaps in previous research with

regards to language regard for the local dialects of Japan.
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Appendix A
Positive Responses towards the 25 Evaluative Terms

Non-Reihoku Rethoku Natives | Non-Reihoku Rethoku Natives | Non-Rethoku Rethoku Natives

Natives / / kyotsugo Natives / Kansai | / Kansai dialect | Natives / Fukui |/ Fukui dialect

kyotsigo (n=43) |(n=31) dialect (n=43) (n=31) dialect (n=43) | (n=31)
beautiful 53.5% 41.9% 23.3% 12.9% 134% 19.4%
polite 88.4% 83.9% 7.0% 12.9% 20.9% 16.1%
nice language 72.0% 74.1% 44.2% 484% 44.2% 38.7%
has character 2.3% 6.5% 83.7% 74.2% 81.4% 64.5%
simple 30.2% 22.6% 20.9% 22.6% 69.8% 54.8%
full of expressions 23.3% 25.8% 83.7% 71.0% 46.5% 48.4%
approachable 37.2% 35.5% 90.7% 77.4% 60.5% 71.0%
gentle 48.9% 38.7% 9.3% 16.1% 79.1% 58.1%
like 37.2% 41.9% 74.4% 64.5% 37.2% 51.6%
feels nice 62.8% 61.3% 58.1% 51.6% 46.5% 58.1%
exciting 0.0% 0.0% 93.0% 74.2% 18.6% 22.6%
strong 16.2% 16.1% 86.0% 80.6% 279% 38.7%
dirty 2.3% 3.2% 46.5% 38.7% 14.0% 22.6%
rough 47% 3.2% 95.3% 774% 279% 29.0%
bad language 2.3% 3.2% 32.6% 16.1% 11.6% 9.7%
rustic 2.3% 3.2% 18.6% 194% 53.5% 484%
emotional 7.0% 6.5% 95.3% 87.1% 34.9% 61.3%
cold 67.4% 54.8% 9.3% 6.5% 7.0% 6.5%
rapid 4.7% 25.8% 90.7% 83.8% 23.3% 35.5%
easy to use 67.4% 48.4% 60.5% 54.9% 32.6% 67.7%
correct 90.7% 87.0% 16.3% 9.7% 11.6% 19.4%
refined 81.4% 71.0% 9.3% 194% 7.0% 22.6%
hard to hear 2.3% 13.0% 34.9% 38.7% 79.0% 38.7%
sticky 2.3% 3.2% 32.6% 35.5% 32.6% 41.9%
drawling 18.6% 6.5% 14.0% 9.7% 62.8% 484%

Key for evaluative terms = emotional-plus / emotional-minus / intellect-plus / intellect-minus
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